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Table 4.B3.—Number of workers and median annual earnings, by type of worker and sex, 1937–96
[Based on 1-percent sample]

Year

All workers All wage and salary workers All self-employed workers 1 

 1 Not covered before 1951.

Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women

Number (in thousands)

1937............................................ 32,900 23,810 9,090 32,900 23,810 9,090 . . . . . . . . .
1940............................................ 35,390 25,570 9,820 35,390 25,570 9,820 . . . . . . . . .
1945............................................ 46,390 28,820 17,570 46,390 28,820 17,570 . . . . . . . . .
1950............................................ 48,280 32,620 15,660 48,280 32,620 15,660 . . . . . . . . .
1955............................................ 65,200 43,140 22,060 59,560 38,240 21,320 6,810 5,980 830
1960............................................ 72,530 47,900 24,630 66,980 43,100 23,880 6,870 5,990 880
1965............................................ 80,680 51,990 28,690 75,430 47,500 27,930 6,550 5,640 910
1970............................................ 93,090 57,330 35,760 88,180 53,180 35,000 6,270 5,370 900

1975............................................ 100,200 59,520 40,680 94,900 55,140 39,760 7,000 5,790 1,210
1976............................................ 102,600 60,340 42,260 97,230 55,985 41,245 7,400 6,040 1,360
1977............................................ 105,800 61,620 44,180 100,450 57,330 43,120 7,480 6,020 1,460
1978............................................ 110,600 63,960 46,640 104,810 59,360 45,450 8,040 6,400 1,640
1979............................................ 112,700 64,529 48,171 106,900 59,927 46,973 8,200 6,500 1,700

1980............................................ 113,000 64,288 48,712 107,200 59,751 47,449 8,200 6,407 1,793
1981............................................ 113,000 63,984 49,016 107,300 59,562 47,738 8,250 6,361 1,889
1982............................................ 111,800 63,089 48,711 105,800 58,557 47,243 8,550 6,443 2,107
1983............................................ 112,100 62,881 49,219 105,900 58,248 47,652 9,200 6,823 2,377
1984............................................ 116,300 64,700 51,600 109,900 60,009 49,891 9,900 7,196 2,704

1985............................................ 119,800 66,113 53,687 113,100 61,285 51,815 10,600 7,623 2,977
1986............................................ 122,900 67,412 55,488 115,900 62,398 53,502 11,200 7,932 3,268
1987............................................ 125,600 68,591 57,009 118,200 63,306 54,894 12,000 8,450 3,550
1988............................................ 129,600 70,596 59,004 122,100 65,270 56,830 12,400 8,630 3,770
1989............................................ 131,700 71,517 60,183 123,900 66,105 57,795 12,900 8,842 4,058

1990............................................ 133,600 72,291 61,309 126,100 67,064 59,036 12,500 8,526 3,974
1991............................................ 133,000 71,787 61,213 125,200 66,406 58,794 12,800 8,669 4,131
1992............................................ 134,000 72,016 61,984 126,000 66,543 59,457 13,100 8,797 4,303
1993............................................  136,100  73,154  62,946  128,100  67,673  60,427  13,200  8,840  4,360
1994 2 .........................................

 2 Preliminary data.

 138,200  73,989  64,211  130,100  68,488  61,612  13,400  8,895  4,505

1995 2 .........................................  141,000  75,438  65,562  132,800  69,919  62,881  13,600  8,949  4,651
1996 2 .........................................  143,500  76,535  66,965  135,100  70,961  64,139  13,900  9,058  4,842

Median earnings 3 

 3 For all workers, medians relate to combined earnings from wage and salary employment and self-employment. For all wage and salary workers, medians relate to 
wages and salaries only.

1937............................................ $761 $945 $484 $761 $945 $484 . . . . . . . . .
1940............................................ 746 935 472 746 935 472 . . . . . . . . .
1945............................................ 1,159 1,654 770 1,159 1,654 770 . . . . . . . . .
1950............................................ 1,926 2,532 1,124 1,926 2,532 1,124 . . . . . . . . .
1955............................................ 2,438 3,315 1,351 2,383 3,348 1,338 $2,397 $2,550 $1,552
1960............................................ 2,894 3,879 1,679 2,833 3,875 1,676 2,903 3,129 1,695
1965............................................ 3,414 4,685 1,984 3,319 4,630 1,979 3,858 4,242 1,898
1970............................................ 4,375 6,180 2,735 4,317 6,173 2,770 5,104 5,683 2,360

1975............................................ 5,803 8,250 3,730 5,790 8,315 3,794 6,700 7,846 3,113
1976............................................ 6,235 8,883 4,063 6,198 8,893 4,114 7,135 8,398 3,083
1977............................................ 6,630 9,489 4,358 6,627 9,576 4,411 7,545 8,956 3,351
1978............................................ 7,204 10,279 4,856 7,204 10,359 4,913 8,178 9,829 3,618
1979............................................ 7,930 11,258 5,433 7,952 11,405 5,508 8,789 10,554 4,020

1980............................................ 8,549 11,963 6,012 8,612 12,166 6,106 8,699 10,572 4,133
1981............................................ 9,361 12,941 6,690 9,476 13,255 6,807 8,655 10,512 4,330
1982............................................ 9,924 13,318 7,232 10,109 13,726 7,390 8,175 10,139 4,333
1983............................................ 10,322 13,687 7,618 10,527 14,130 7,809 8,669 10,686 4,722
1984............................................ 10,757 14,360 7,878 11,094 15,062 8,088 9,302 11,684 5,113

1985............................................ 11,265 14,959 8,293 11,638 15,706 8,525 9,877 12,301 5,529
1986............................................ 11,831 15,579 8,796 12,064 16,025 9,019 10,424 12,908 6,152
1987............................................ 12,327 16,073 9,261 12,576 16,559 9,500 10,886 13,401 6,573
1988............................................ 12,825 16,613 9,753 13,086 17,055 9,992 11,478 14,090 7,036
1989............................................ 13,314 17,014 10,265 13,762 17,800 10,577 11,602 14,538 7,010

1990............................................ 13,898 17,582 10,837 14,432 18,483 11,199 11,220 14,097 6,898
1991............................................ 14,278 17,765 11,369 14,859 18,730 11,767 11,125 13,703 7,186
1992............................................ 14,739 18,208 11,842 15,386 19,292 12,268 11,392 13,966 7,452
1993............................................  15,000  18,430  12,093  15,665  19,516  12,546  11,595  14,128  7,720
1994 2 .........................................  15,421  18,994  12,378  16,156  20,232  12,858  12,010  14,698  7,984

1995 2 .........................................  15,923  19,586  12,834  16,777  20,959  13,348  12,105  14,858  8,237
1996 2 .........................................  16,380  20,166  13,217  17,381  21,793  13,803  12,409  15,327  8,502
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